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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
reqtiirements of this title. 

2. Claims 13 and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claims fail to place the invention squarely within one statutory class of invention. 
On page 22, lines 20-23 of the instant specification, applicant has provided evidence that 
applicant intends the "medium" to include signals. As such, the claim is drawn to a form of 
energy. Energy is not one of the four categories of invention and therefore this claim(s) is/are 
not statutory. Energy is not a series of steps or acts and thus is not a process. Energy is not a 
physical article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. Energy is not a 
combination of substances and therefor not a composition of matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 
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Claim 6 recites the limitation "the second format" and "the first format". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States, 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention b\ the applicant lor patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United Slates belt)ie tlie invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



6. Claims 1-10, 13-25 and 27-29 (13 and 25-20 as best understood) are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,392,664 to White et al. 

As concems claims 1, 5, 6 (as best understood), 13, 19 and 25, comprising: receiving a 
request for content associated with a particular channel (col. 3, line 43), wherein the request is 
received from a client device (14); identifying service information data (col. 4, lines 1-10) 
associated with the channel; determining how content associated with the channel will be 
provided to the chent device (fig. 1); and sending instructions to the client device, wherein the 
instructions notify the client device how to access (56; fig. 4,, 5) content associated with the 
channel. 
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As concerns claims 2, 4, 22 and 25, wherein determining how content associated with the 
channel will be provided to the chent includes a transport type (col. 2, lines 42-47) associated 
with the content. 

As concems claims 3, 4 and 21, wherein determining how content associated with the 
channel will be provided to the client includes a codec/encryption type associated with the 
content (col. 2, lines 21-26). 

As concems claims 5 and 25, further comprising: a second client device (tig. 1 ; multiple 
clients). 

As concems claim 7, a method as recited in claim 1 wherein identifying service 
information data associated with the channel includes retrieving service information data fi-om a 
service information server (CQlr J:,::Mie J5-:::S 

As concems claim 8, a method as recited in claim 1 wherein the service information data 
associated with the channel includes at least one video component (col. 3, ]m& 39) associated 
with the content. 

As concems claim 9, a method as recited in claim 1 wherein the service information data 
associated with the channel includes at least one audio component (col. 3, line 16) associated 
with the content. 

As concems claims 10, 20 and 27, wherein identifying service information includes 
identifying an Intemet protocol address associated with the content (coL 2, line 43 - inherent to 
have an IP address for TCP/IP). 

As concems claims 14, 17 and 18, a method comprising: receiving a request for channel 
information from a client device (coL 3» lines 30-50); identifying current channel information 
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(col. 3, lines 30-50); and communicating the current channel information to the client device, 
wherein the current channel information includes data regarding channels available (col. 3, lines 
30-50to the client device, and wherein the client device uses the current channel information to 
request content associated with a particular channel (col. 3, lities 30-50). 

As concerns claim 15, a method as recited in claim 14 further comprising: receiving 
updated channel information (inherent for content on the channel to change over time and thus 
user would be given, the preseEt info); and communicating the updated channel information to 
the client device (igsi). 

As concerns claim 16, a method as recited in claim 14 fiirther comprising: receiving 
updated channel information (inherent for content on the channel to change over time and thus 
user would be given the present info); and communicating the updated channel information to a 
plurality of client devices (%, 1, multiple dimiS haying devicess). 

As concems claim 17, a method as recited in claim 14 further comprising: a second client 
device (fig. 1; multiple clients). 

As concems claim 23, a method as recited in claim 19 further comprising: generating a 
request for current channel information; and receiving current channel information (coL 3, lines 
30-50 and 55-65). 

As concems claim 24, a method as recited in claim 23 wherein the client device uses the 
current channel information to request content associated with a particular channel (coL 3, lines 
30-50 and 55-65). 

As concems claim 28, one or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 25 
wherein the first transport type provides the requested data in a first encryption format and the 
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second transport type provides the requested data in a second encryption format (fig, 3, 62- 
encryption formats can be the same type). 

As concerns claim 29, one or more computer-readable media as recited in claim 25 
wherein the first transport type provides the requested data in an MPEG format (fig, 3, 62). 

7. Claims 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2004/0060063 Al to Russ et al. 

As concerns claim 31, an apparatus comprising: a service information server (0058; 
server 202) to store service information data associated with a plurality of video channels; and a 
video router (16) coupled to the service information server, the video router to receive requests to 
tune a particular video channel (OQS^jOQSS), the video router further to request service 
information data from the service information server wherein the requested service information 
data is associated with the requested video channel, and wherein the video router further 
determines how to provide the requested content to the requesting device based on the service 
information data (0056, 0061). 

As concems claim 32, an apparatus as recited in claim 31 wherein the service information 
data includes available video quality formats (0061-digii3il or analog). 

As concems claim 33, an apparatus as recited in claim 31 wherein the service information 
data includes available language formats (inherent audio will have a particular language). 

As concems claim 34, an apparatus as recited in claim 3 1 wherein the service information 
data includes transport information (0058-0061) associated with the requested video channel. 
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As concerns claim 35, an apparatus as recited in claim 3 1 wherein the video router is 
coupled to a data communication network (figures 1 and 2) to receive video channel requests and 
to send data to the requesting device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
maimer in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,392,664 to White et al. as applied above in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,1 19,163 to 
Monteiro et al. 

White et al. '664 do not explicitly disclose a multicast address associated with the 
content. 

Monteiro et al. '163 teach multicast addresses (ool, 1, lines 36-50). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the system of White et al. '664, with multicast addresses, as 
taught by Monteiro et al. ' 163, in order to provide a means of simultaneously transmitting data 
from one node to a group of nodes. Such a modification is a combination of known elements 
yielding predictable results. 
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10. Claims 12 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,392,664 to White et al. as applied above in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,089,309 to 
Ramaley et al. 

White et al. '664 do not explicitly disclose identifying content formats supported by the 
client device and the requested data in a Windows Media technologies player format. 

Ramaley et al. '309 teach identifying content formats supported by the client device 
(abstract-delivery settings) and Windows Media format (col. 1, line 64). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the system of White et al. '664, with formats supported and 
Windows Media format, as taught by Ramaley et al. '309, in order to provide the system with an 
alternate media format that the user may desire and ensuring that the media will be executed 
appropriately. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John FoUansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John B.Walsh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2151 



